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How to Join the Fold

A sleeper sofa can make a
space into an extra bedroom.
Just make sure guests can
shimmy by it when it’s open.

Ron Marvin didn't set out to become an au-
thority on small spaces. But then his hand-
some 300-square-foot Chelsea apartment
was featured in Metropolitan Home and on
Apartment Therapy. And before long, Mr.
Marvin, a New York interior designer,
found he had a string of clients with space-
challenged homes, and was making reg-
ular appearances as an expert on the
HGTV show “Small Space, Big Style.”

“I just became known for small spaces,”
he said, sounding slightly ambivalent.
“The one issue with doing small apart-
ments is that it generally translates to
small budgets.”

So recently, Mr. Marvin, 50, has been de-
signing larger homes and has moved into a
more spacious apartment in Harlem.

But his experience with space-saving,
multifunctional furniture still comes in
handy, he said, because his clients want to
make the most of the space they have, no
matter how much there is. And certain
pieces of furniture are especially helpful in
that regard.

Take the sleeper sofa: Why not add what
amounts to an extra bedroom in your liv-
ing room to accommodate the occasional
overnight guest?

Though you should first ask yourself, he
was- quick to add, “Where is it going to
open to?" Because if there is unwieldy fur-
niture in front of the sofa that needs to be
moved, he said, “You'll never get it out.”

You should also make sure that once the
bed is open, there is a little room left over.
“You have to be able to at least shimmy
around it," he said.

Provided there is enough wiggle room,
there are numerous styles to choose from.

At Carlyle Custom Convertibles in Chel-
sea, Mr. Marvin liked the Tub, with its
semicircular ends. *You would never, ever
guess that was a sleeper sofa” he said.
“It's such an unusual shape.”

And the bonus: the ends of the sofa funec-
tion as integrated end tables when the bed
is pulled out.

At Mitchell Gold & Bob Williams in
SoHo, Mr. Marvin opened the Gabriel 11
Super Luxe sleeper and discovered to his
surprise that the mattress had a pillow top.
“1 would be very comfortable sleeping on
this,” he said, climbing on to try it out.

He also liked the company's Reese Su-
per Luxe sleeper. “A lot of sleeper sofas are
thick and chunky,” he said. “This one isn't.
It's tailored and slimmed down.”

And at CB2, he admired the ingenuity of
Lubi, a daybed formed by two stacked mat-
tresses that unfolded to create an oversize
gueen bed on the floor.

“If you're one person,” he said, “you
don't even need to open it up.”
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OVERNIGHTER Ron Marvin inspects the Gabriel 11 Super Luxe sleeper sola, 52,885, at Mitchell
Gold & Bob Williams in SoHo. He was pleased to find it had a pillow top, and climbed on for a test.
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SHOPPING WITH
RON MARVIN

Ao bulfted sleopes sols,
4740 at Urban Outfil
ters, (BOO] 2H2-2200,
urlsanoulfitters. com

Dirvis twin sleeper arm-
chair: $1,104.15 ot Crate &
Barrel, (ROO) 96 7-6696,
crateandbagrel.com.

Lubi graphite sleeper day
il 3859 ol CBZ,
(BOO) 6O6-6252, cbd com

Reese T9-inch Super Lue
sleeper: $2,995 al Mitch-
ell Gold & Bob Williams,
1212) 431-2575,
mghwhome.com,

Eden comnerible sola;

$999 at Room and Board,
fh:: $3 ;5:5 {throw p‘:t (900} 301-8720,
s, k roomandboard. com &7
lows extra) al Lw:g Ra- Tuily sasla Bl 5, 7 7O Al

Canlyle Custom Con
verlibles, (213} 675
1212, corhylenoln com

set, (212) 253-5629,
lignae-rosel-usa.com



